A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
was to get a subsidy which should help to maintain the Navy
in spite of the reftisal by Parliament of adequate supplies.
There was a strange clause that the King of England should
declare himself a Catholic. It is unlikely or impossible that
Louis wanted that done, for it would have rendered the alliance
useless by the violent reaction it would have caused, prevented
Charles's being able to help him at all, and probably dethroned
him. It is certain that Charles had no such intention at the
time. He liked the old religion, but he told his sister that his
life and his present state of mind forbade his accepting it: also
his throne was his passion, half worthless though it had become
—for in executive matters (e.g., the nomination and dismissal
of ministers) he still acted as King of England. The real object
of the clause was an excuse for making the subsidy larger.
The main weakness in the position created by the Treaty of
Dover was that Charles would have the expense of using the
fleet again in war. James, as Admiral, won yet another victory
in 1672, and after the French King's attack on Holland had been
checked and young William of Orange put at the head of Holland
(his opponents had been assassinated) peace was signed.
But in the meanwhile the banks had refused to advance
money for the national Navy even at 10 per cent. The Council
defied them, and held up the short-term loans for a year,
paying 6 per cent, on them in the interval. The bankers,
countering, robbed their chests of their clients' deposits and
bankrupted them, and thenceforward worked against the mon-
archy and in favour of revolution against it. The holding up
of the loans for one year provided funds for the fleet, but it
was the last time an English Government had the power to
prefer national interests to those of the bankers. Later the two
interests coincided, after England had become, in the next
century, the chief banking centre of Europe.
The First Divorce Bill. In that same critical year, 1670—
the year when Charles began his independent diplomacy and
when it was finally seen that he could have no heir by his "wife
—took place one of the chief events in the religious and social
history of England. The immemorial Christian doctrine of
marriage was, in principle, abandoned. A certain Lord Roos
had obtained from the Church courts a separation from his
wife, who had abandoned him. A Bill was brought into
Parliament to allow htrri to marry again, though his wife was

